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o the Commercial Appeal: = Yre have made the following observa-.
S A . tionst S

* 1. Infections of the throat and skin due
~ to hemolytic streptococcus ‘are
epidemic in South Memphis

s, Pneurnonia -and middle ear infec-
- - jons due to pnemmocoCCus are
in_ South Memphis

l Congratulations .on the excellent
editorial concerning urban housing in

your March 18 edition of The Commer- 1 :
cial Appeal. In addition to the disas- throughout the year, but particu- ments—rain, &
trous effects of poor housing which . larly in late winter and late sum- opowding in the inadeguate, dilap
you mentioned, numerous specific = TeL. They affect at.times up t0 20 - idated d%lelﬁngs.‘ EguaLe, ‘ap-' =
i1d health problems result. During ~  DPer cent of the childrenof agiven . _ . e A
the three years of the MAP-South-St. ~ block."These infections can lead 3.B s, many serious and some fa-
: to rheumatic fever and acute’ .+ are common amomng the chil-
¢ 'm, especially in the winter.

- Jude nutrition and health program we
have found that next to malnutrition ~ nephritis. They are largely due to
inadequate housing is the leading dis-
ease of South Memphis children. =

crowded houses and lack of wash- ~Taey are due largely to unsafe
ing facilities. ; ety and unapproved methnds of heat-

-

Toll On Children
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" Ing; such as high open flames on - costing the public millions of dollars
“gas stoves. Fire kills more chil-  without correcting their causes is like each year in taxes, insurance pre-
dren in South Memphis than  running .on a treadmill. To -expand  miums and contributions. Adequate
Jeukemia, muscular _dystrophy Tocal child health care facilities with-  housing is not only more humane but
nd cystie fibrosis combined. “out providing adequate food and shel-  cheaper than medical care.
" “ter for all Memphis children is only to o o L

- quicken our pace on the treadmill. = Agaitn congrgttﬂaﬁons on your
- The economy-minded citizen efforts to provide every Memphis
should take heed. Providing medical child with adequate food and shelter. .

To give medical care for fllnesses

-+ 1 eases of the int :
" | inadequate and worn-out plumbing, of’ ;

" the babies covered with mosquito bites - care for all the children with strepto- . o
for lack of screens, of the infected coccal  pyoderma, pneumococcal DONALD PINKEL, M.D.
* lacerated feet due to the broken glass pneumonia, nephritis, rheumatic fe.  Professor of Pediatrics, Medical Di-
, in the streets but I will spare you fur-  ver, burns, infected feet and infectious ~ rector, St. Judge Children’s Research
_ ther details. . , : diarrhea resulting from bad housing is .  Hospital ‘ S , .
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